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The  Special  Town  Meeting  held 
Dec.  9  voted  to  appropriate  $30,00C 
from  the  town's  free  cash  account 
in  an  effort  to  stabilize  the  tax 
rate.  While  the  tax  rate  is  likely 
to  show  a  rise  from  last  year's 
rate  of  $23.15,  it  will  not  be  a 
$3  -  $4-  rise  that  would  have  occur- 
ed  had  this  article  not  passed. 

Other  appropriations  included 
money  for  a  bridge  engineering  sur- 
vey and  money  for  work  on  the  Mon- 
tague Rd.  The  town  meeting  approved 
the  first  substantial  funding  for 
the  stabilization  fund.  A  highway 
department  request  for  a  used  back- 
hoc  was  turned  down,  but  other  re- 
quests were  approved. 

After  months  of  hard  work  the 
Wendell  Planning  Board  is  rearing 
the  completion  of  a  zoning  by-law 
package  entitled  "Wendell  Protec- 
tion By-law".  The  Board  met  with 
townspeople  last  Spring  and  Summer 
gathering  opinions  and  ideas  which 
were  later  incorporated  into  the 
zoning  by-laws.  The  Board  feels 
that  Wendell  needs  these  laws  to 
protect  its  rural  and  unique  char- 
acter. 

The  by-law  package  now  awaits 
professional  and  legal  scrutiny. 
Copies  of  the  final  draft  will  be 
made  available  to  townspeople  be- 
fore public  hearings  are  heldt*  The 
Board  hopes  to  present  the  Wendell 
Protection  By-law  to  a  hearing  by 
late  February.  The  Board  requests 
input  from  Wendell  citizens  on 
whether  they  would  prefer  to  vote 
on  the  by-laws  at  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing or  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting 
in  February  or  March.  Please  re- 
spond to  the  Wendell  Planning 
Board,  Box  294-,  Wendell,  MA  01379, 
or  call  Helen  Boland  at  544-2207. 
All  Planning  Board  Meetings  are 
open  to  the  public  and  are  held 
at  the  Town  Hall  at  7:30p.m.  on 
the  first  and  third  Mondays  of 
each  month.  The  Planning  Board  is 
in  need  of  a  fifth  member.  All  in- 
terested persons  should  contact 
the  Planning  Board. 


Scene  from  Ladies  Aide  Christmas 
Party.   Photo  by  Bruce  Cohen 
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Since  Oct.  1  Wendell  phone  cus- 
tomers have  had  the  opportunity  to 
subscribe  to  a  new  phone  service. 
The  so-called  "expanded  community 
calling  service"  will  be  especial- 
ly useful  to  customers  who  make  a 
significant  number  of  calls  to  Am- 
herst, Montague,  or  Northfield  ex- 
changes. 

Rep.  Bill  Benson  informed  the 
Wendell  Post  this  summer  that  this 
service  was  to  commence  this  Oct- 
ober and  customers  would  be  so  no- 
tified. Apparently  many  Wendell 
customers  were  not  notified,  but 
Benson  checked  with  the  Fitchburg 
Office  of  New  England  Telephone 
and  found  indeed  the  service  was 
begun  on  Oct.  1. 

The  Wendell  Post  confirmed  this 
message  with  Katherine  Scerra, 
manager  at  the  Fitchburg  office. 
She  could  not  explain  why  the  no- 
tification was  not  received  in 
Wendell,  but  assured  the  reporter 
that  the  service  was  in  effect. 

Ms.  Scerra  did  explain  that  this 
service  was  for  residential  phones 
only  and  that  party  lines  were  not 
included,  nor  business  phones.  She 
offered  the  following  details: 

1.  Extended  calling  area  ex- 
changes -  253,256,5^2,545,54-6,54-9 
in  Amherst;  367,  Montague;  4-98, 
Northfield. 

2.  Cost: 

$1  extra/billing  period  for 
2  hours  cumulative  message  time. 
3-  Calls  may  be  made  any  time 
of  day. 

For  more  information  call  Fitch- 
burg office  of  New  England  Tele- 
phone Co.  (617)  34-2-9911. 
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"Dear  Ms.HartJens: 

I  regret  that  I  must  enclose 
the  amendments  to  General  By-laws 
adopted  under  Articles  37,  38,  and 
39  of  the  Warrant  for  the  Wendell 
Annual  Town  Meeting  held  May  13, 
May  20,  May  27,  and  June  3,  1980 
with  the  disapproval  of  the  Attor 
ney  General  endorsed  thereon." 


With  these  words,  Henry  F. 
C'Connel  from  the  Attorney  Generals 
office  struck  down  the  by-laws 
passed  to  regulate  the  use  of  herb- 
icides in  the  Town  of  Wendell. 
This  administrative  decision  (made- 
by  Attorney  General,  not  the  court) 
swept  aside  the  bylaws  passed  in 
June  in  the  belief  that  federal 
statute  pre-empts  local  regulation 
of  these  substances. 

Chairman,  Ken  Simos,  of  the 
Wendell  Selectboard  says  that  his 
board  is  not  prepared  to  take 
further  action  at  this  point, 
whether  it  be  "legal,  political  or 
legislative."   The  Selectboard  is 
huddling  with  Town  Counsel,  John  C, 
"Jack"  Gates  and  is  hoping  to  have 
something  to  say  about  the  situa- 
tion early  in  the  new  year.   Nina 
Keller,  who  drafted  the  by-laws, 
is  hoping  to  go  back  to  work  on 
the  problem  after  the  holidays. 

Amongst  other  citations,  0"Conn- 
ell ' s  letter  pointed  to  a  case  in 
1974-  where  "Ordinances  adopted  by 
a  municipality  in  New  York  regul- 
ating pesticides  have  been  held 
invalid  since  either  the  Federal 
law  or  State  lav;,  which  were  not 
in  harmony  with  the  regulations, 
preempted  the  field." 

But  O'Connell  did  tell  the  Wen- 
dell Post  that  there  are  options 
open  to  Wendell  in  this  problem. 
One  might  bring  the  matter  to  a 
head  quickly,  the  others  might  re- 
quire a  longer  effort. 

The  Wendell  Board  of  Health 
could  promulgate  regulations  con- 
cerning the  use  of  herbicides  as 
a  public  health  and  safety  issue. 
Unlike  the  bylaw  such  regulations 
would  not  be  subject  to  executive 
disapproval.   The  challenge,  if 
it  happened,  would  take  place  in 
the  court. 

Otherwise  citizens  may  peti- 
tion the  State  Pesticide  Board 
for  stronger  laws  in  the  Mass. 
General  Court.   The  A.G.'s  deci- 
sion may  be  subject  to  court 
review,  but  grounds  for  that 
are  not  clear  at  this  time. 
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OPINION 


There  is  danger  in  making  too 
much  of  John  Lennon's  murder. The 
flurry  of  publicity  attending  his 
demise  i      stort  the  ugly  real- 
ity of  his  death. 

This  newspaper's  job  is  to 
write  about  Wendell,  so  what  does 
the  killing  of  an  international 
music  star  have  to  do  with  our 
task?  True  many  of  our  friends 
are  saddened  by  the  loss  of  a 
person  who  informed  and  gladdened 
their  lives.  Just  as  true,  some 
Wendell  folks  surely  were  put  off 
by  the  brash  rocker  from  Liver- 
pool. Some  probably  aren't  quite 
sure  who  we're  talking  about. 

What  has  really  prompted  this 
message?  It  is  an  equally  crazy, 
but  thankfully  less  tragic  event 
that  happened  here  recently.lt 
happened  to  one  of  us. 

A  citizen  of  this  town  was  rid- 
ing home  one  Saturday  morning 
when  he  came  upon  three  people 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  hold- 
ing handguns.  Two  were  adult  men, 
the  other  a  boy  of  about  13.  The 
guns  seemed  to  be  pointed  aimless- 
ly at  the  road  as  the  car  ap- 
proached. 

After  he  passed  this  group,  the 
driver  checked  his  rear  view  mir- 
ror. To  his  shock  the  boy  had 
squatted  SWAT-team  style,  his 
pistol  pointed  at  the  car.  No 
Shot  came  nor  was  any  heard.  But 
what  is  the  meaning  of  such  be- 
havior? 

To  the  town's  credit  these  gun-' 
men  apparently  came  from  out  of 
town.  They  pursued  their  activity 
beside  a  van  with  Penna.  license 
plates.  Looking  perhaps  for  out- 
door recreation,  such  people 
don't  realize  that  this  is  a 
town  in  which  others  live. 

More  than  once  we've  heard  thai 
this  is  a  heavily  armed  town  and 
by  our  experience  our  possession 
of  deadly  force  has  largely  been 
a  responsible  one. 

It  should  be  noted,  however, 
that  the  incident  on  Jennison  Rd. 
and  the  tragedy  in  New  York  City 
make  some  Wendell  citizens 
uneasy.  As  we  look  toward  a  1981 
agenda,  already  heavy  with  chal- 
lenges, we  should  hope  this  is 
not  a  growing  cloud  over  our 
busy  to.  . 

Tody/  Ywwwo  Gowmrifet 
FydfM-ci)  Report 

The  Town  Finance  Committee  is 
sharpening  its  pencils  and  marking 
off  a  long  string  of  Tuesday  night 
meetings  as  it  prepares  to  launch 
into  the  annual  budget  hearings 
leading  to  its  report  to  the 
for  the  Annual  Meeti 

ri   members  Jean  Esser  and  Jim 
Slavis  join  "old  timers"  Tony 
Kavolius,  Don  Stone  and  Ann  Zak  in 
this  quest  for  fiscal  prudence. 

In  addition  to  compiling  the 
annual  budget,  the  Fin.  Com.  has 
committed  itself  to  the  following 
projects: 

1.)  Comprehending  "2}£"  and  what  it 
means  to  the  town  of  Wendell  over 
the  next  several  years. 
2.)  A  complete  review  of  compen- 
sation and  benefits  for  all  town 
officials. 


3.)  Review  the  financial  impact  of 
options  to  Mahar  Regional  High 

School liason  with  the  Special 

School  Study  Committee. 

4.)  Review  and  coordination  of 

projected  major  town  projects 

(capital  budget)  including  liason 

with  the  Library  Expansion  Study 

Committee  and  the  Town  Garage  Study 

Committee. 

5.)  On  going  review  of  Swift  River 

/Union  28  budget  and  liason  with 

the  Town  School  Committee. 

6.)  Ongoing  liason  with  the  Town 

Highway  Dept.  including  the  town 

road  project  priority  review. 

7.)  Liason  with  the  Assessors. 

8.)  Publicity  (  Wendell  Post)  and 

Town  Report. 

The  Fin.  Committee  will  meet 
every  Tuesday  night  at  7=30  p.m.  in 
the  2nd  floor  of  the  Firehouse 
beginning  Jan.  9,  1981  right  up 
until  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in 
May.   All  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public. 

We  hope  to  report  regularly 
through  the  Wendell  Post  on  matters 
of  financial  significance  to  "the 
people  of  Wendell.   If  you  have 
specific  questions  you  would  like 
to  see  addressed  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  contact  any  member. 

by  Don  Stone,  Comm. Chair 

3ftM-  Tody,  f)ee£w^ 

Both  the  Selectboard  and  tne 
Finance  Committee  supported  the 
move  to  use  $30,000  of  free  cash  to 
stabilize  the  tax  rate0  Pressure 
for  this  move  comes  from  the  anti- 
cipated effect  of  the  so-called 
Proposition  2#  voted  by  referendum 
in  the  November  election.  That  new 
legislation  will  require  the  town 
to  revert  to  its  1979  tax  rate  next 
year,  a  rate  of  $19/$1000.  The  ar- 
gument was  that  the  town  would  do 
best  to  avoid  a  sharp  increase  in 
the  tax  rate  this  year  when  it  was 
going  to  have  to  put  pressure  on 
all  departments  to  cut  budgets  next 
year. 

In  other  business  $28,200  from 
Federal  sources  was  accepted  to 
replenish  the  budget  for  highway 
construct":'.     i  "Montague  Rd.  This 
money  should  help  to  complete  the 
v/ork  voted  on  at  this  year's  annual 
town  meeting.  $21,000  was  appropri- 
ated from  town  monies  to  do  an  en- 
gineering survey  of  the  bridge  that 
is  falling  apart  between  Wendell 
and  Erving  Center.  But  the  meeting 
felt  that  it  was  too  early  to  spend 
$8000  on  a  backhoe. 

$9,999  was  voted  to  give  some 
substance  to  "foe  new  Stabilization 
Fund.  This  account  is  designed  to 
provide  a  buffer  against  major 
expenditures  (buildings,  large 
equipment).  Approval  was  granted 
for  $3,54-5  from  an  old  timber  sale 
to  be  put  against  the  school  budget 
and  $1,057  was  voted  to  be  spent 
for  the  Comprehensive  Insurance 
Account. 

Other  expenditures  went  toward 
paying  the  new  wiring  inspector  a 
$500  annual  salary.  $10  went  toward 
bills  of  prior  years,  and  $250  was 
spent  for  the  tax  collectors  new 
adding  machine.  The  meeting  reject- 
ed a  $200  request  to  reimburse 
snow  plowing  on  Old  Farley  Road. 

Amongst  the  special  neeting's 
final  actions  voters  approved  an 
enlarged  Library  Board  of  Trustees 
from  6  members  to  9.  Also  approved 


■ctie  iormation  of  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  feasibility  of 
an  energy  efficient  addition  to 
the  Wendell  Free  Library 


j5j£wm) Qont. 

The  Attorney  General  has 
blunted  the  legal  instrument  Wen- 
dell hoped  to  use  in  its  con- 
flict with  the  herbicide  spraying 
employed  by  Northeast  Utilities 
for  brush  control.   But  the  con- 
flict remains  unresolved. 

Will  Wendell  and  N.U.  have 
their  day  in  court  or  has  the 
Attorney  General'  s  action  smother- 
ed citizens  concern  with  a  legal 
convenience?  A  winter's  work  and 
planning  may  tell. 

Michael  Idoine 
George  Gulick 


Faces  from  the  Ladies  Aide 
Christmas  Party. 
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Faith  Sylvia  will  be  replacing 
Patricia  Judice  as  advertising 
co-ordinator  for  the  Wendell  Post, 

Many  thanks  to  Pat  for  a  full 
year  of  her  time;  she  leaves  as 
a  contribution  a  well  organized 
and  maintained  advertising  system. 


U> 
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The  Arts  Council  of  Franklin 
County  announces  their  next  films 
for  January  and  February.   These 
movies  will  be  shown  at  the  Orange 
Senior  Center.   The  programs  begin 
at  7:30  p.m.  and  cost  $2.00  for 
adults  and  $1.00  for  children  12 
years  and  under. 

Jan.  9,  Friday-   BLACK  ORPHEUS 
1960?  Brazil.  Color.  103  Minutes. 
Subtititled.   Starring  Breno  Melo 
and  Marpessa  Dawn.  Directed  by 
Marcel  Camus.   Winner  of  the 
Academy  Award  and  the  Grand  Prix 
at  Cannes.   Considered  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  films  of  all  times. 
Set  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  during  the 
celebration  of  Carnival,  the  film 
retells  the  myth  of  the  musician 
Orpheus,  who  is  so  gifted  that  he 
is  allowed  to  descend  into  Hades  to 
retrieve  his  dead  wife  Eurydice.  In 
Black  Orpheus,  the  musician  becomes 
a  street-car  conductor  and  Eurydice 
is  a  country  girl  fleeing  a  man  who 
has  sworn  to  kill  her. 

DOT  AND  THE  LINE   Animated  cartoon 

Feb.  6,  Friday-  LA  STRADA 
1954,  Italy.   Black  and  white.  107 
minutes.   Subtitled.   Starring 
Giuletta  Masina,  Richard  Basehart, 
Anthony  Quinn  and  Also  Silvani. 
Directed  by  Frederico  Fellini. 
Has  captured  over  50  awards,  inclu- 
ding the  Academy  Award  for  Best 
Foreign  Picture  and  the  Grand  Prize 
at  the  Venice  Film  Festival. 
In  the  story,  a  half-witted  girl, 
Gelsomina,  is  sold  by  her  mother 
to  a  brutish  traveling  strongman. 
As  the  couple  wander  the  road 
(la  strada)  through  small  villages, 
they  cross  paths  with  a  clown  tight 
rope  walker  who  is  the  embodiment 
of  the  bully's  exact  opposite. 
The  clown  brings  to  the  girl  a 
sense  that  she  is  a  necessary  part 
of  the  complete  pattern  of  human 
existence.   The  brute  eventually 
kills  me  clown  in  a  roadside  braw] 
and  Gelsomina,  who  witnesses  the 
murder,  becomes  his  traveling  con- 
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LA  VITA   Animated  Film 

As  recorded  in  the  lasT  issue 
of  the  Wendell  Post,  the  Bicenten- 
nial Committee  is  coordinating  all 
efforts  to  help  commemorate  Wendell 
on  its  200th  birthday  in  1981.  Sev- 
eral activities  and  events  are  al- 
ready being  planned,  among  them  a 
cookbook  by  members  of  the  Golden 
Agers  Club,  a  slide  presentation  by 
Ed  Judice,  another  Old  Home  Day 
Celebration,  a  picnic  with  "old 
fashioned"  music,  etc.  In  addition, 
the  Bicentennial  Committee  has  re- 
cently submitted  a  proposal  to  the 
Massachusetts  Foundation  of  the 
Arts  to  put  on  an  historical  play 
in  the  summer.  If  this  project  is 
funded,  Don  Stewart  will  be  the 
Project  Coordinator  and  Jean  For- 
ward the  Treasurer.  Contact  Jean 
Weber,  Chair  of  the  Bicentennial 
Committee,  if  you  are  interested  in 
participating  in  this  event. 


Al  and  Elsie  Diemand  on  their 
40  th  anniversary 
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Wendell  Head  Start  would  like 
to  wish  the  Community  a  Happy  Hol- 
iday Season. 

We  have  a  wonderful  group  of 
children  and  parents  this  year  and 
we  are  doing  a  lot  of  exciting 
things. 

We  would  like  to  express  our 
thanks  to  the  Community  for  the 
support  our  program  has  received. 

Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year 

from: 

Thomas  Soule 
Philip  Dorman 
Jason  Boron 
Iris  Evernow 
Lianna  Mattson 
Amy  Griffin 
Dharma  Niels on 
Adrienne  Sousa 
David  DeCoteau  - 
Eddie  Gardner  Di 

and  Teachers: 


Jason  Stowell 
Joshua  Taylor 
Holly  Miller 
Scott  Marz 
Jim  Carey 
Michael  Ellis 
Sara  Hayden 

Theriot 
em  and 


Barbara  Lassek 
Jean  Pride 
Catherine  Cameron 
Lorraine  Wing 
Suzan  Chorneyak 
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Karl  Anthony  Williams      J 
June  2,  1963  -  Nov.  27 ,  1980 
son  of  Joseph  and  Susan  Williams 
Davis  Turn  Rd. 


MALORA  L.  NOYES,  born  July  2, 
1891,  died  Dec.  15,  1980. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Arthur  Noyes, 
who  died  in  1961,  and  a  resident 
.  of  Wendell  for  40  years. 
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12-2-80  two  dogs  shot  on  Farley 
Rd.   seen  chasing  deer 

12-6-80  one  subject  placed  in 
protective  custody 

12-7-80  one  car  accident  on 

Farley  Rd.   no  injuries 

12-9-80  Michael  Idoine  reported 
hit  and  run  accident  on 
his  car 

12-16-80  one  car  accident  on 

Jennison  Rd.  no  injuries 
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11/23:  odor  investigation  of  Bartus 
residence,  Wendell  Depot  Rd. 

11/25:  Mrs.  Burnham ,  First  Aid  cal] 

11/30:  Chimney  fire  Richard  Wolf 

12/9  :  Bruce  Sogard  (illegal  burn- 
ing)     ^ 
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11/12/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  William  J.  Packard, 
acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

11/12/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  Roy  C.  and  Catherine  J. 
White,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

11/13/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  James  F.  Ryan  and  Anthony 
J.    D' Allessandro,  acreage  on 
Jennison  Rd. 

11/17/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  Joseph  A.  and  Ina  C.   • 
Le  Vangie,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

11/18/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co.., 
Inc.  to  Danny  J.,  Sr.  and  Joanne  M. 
Metz,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

11/18/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  John  W.  and  Donna  M. 
Klisiewicz,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

12/  1/80  -  Donna  M.  Liebl  to  Mary 
Ellen  Easterbrooks ,  buildings  and 
acreage  on  South  Main  St. 

11/21/80  -  Kenneth  S.  and  Eileen  A. 
w/illiamson  to  Kenneth  E.  and 
Colleen  M.  Sullivan,  buildings  and 
acreage  on  New  Salem  Rd. 

11/21/80  -  Albert  and  Zoe  L. 
Salloom  to  Joanne  A.  and  Nancy  Z. 
Salloom,  acreage  off  Jennison  Rd. 

11/25/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co., 
Inc.  to  Deborah  M.  Barnes, 
acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

11/25/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  Arthur  J.  Gauthier, 
acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

12/  1/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  George  H.  and  Cynthia  M. 
North,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 

12/  2/80  -  Cersosimo  Lumber  Co. , 
Inc.  to  David  P.  and  Marie  J. 
Nichols,  acreage  on  Jennison  Rd. 
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Musicians 

Actors/Actresses 

Writers 

Theatre-buffs 

Audio/Lighting  Experts 

IDEAS! ! 

Your  talents  and  abilities, 
ideas  and  participation,  are  urgent- 
ly needed  to  help  make  Wendell's 
200th  birthday  a  memorable  event. 
Contact  Jean  Weber,  Chair,  Bicen- 
tennial Committee,  for  further  in- 
formation. (4-3583) 
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Expanding  around  essential  'J3 
R's",  children  at  Swift  River 
School  are  being  exposed  to  many 
new  and  exciting  experiences.  Kin- 
dergartners  this  fall  v/ent  to  the 
Pratt  Museum  to  see  real  dinosaur 
fossils  during  their  "D  is  for 
Dinosaur"  unit.  After  creating 
simple  machines  of  their  own,  the 
children  of  one  fifth-sixth  grade 
class  went  to  Erving  Paper  Mill 
and  Slencil  Company  to  see  real 
machinery  in  action. 

The  Third  Grade  and  instrument- 
music  students  went  to  see  and 
sing  with  The  Springfield  Symphony 
Orchestra  at  the  U.  Mass.  Fine 
Arts  Center.  Linda  Overing  through 
the  Rural  Arts  Council  brought  a 
terrific  mime  duo  to  the  school 
and  also  a  special  performance  by 
Bill  Wittig  of  the  Mohawk  Trail 
Concerts.  The  children  made  com- 
ments on  this  "real  musician". 
Here  are  some  anonymous  thoughts : 
^E  really  l^ved  what  you  played. 
You  should  have  been  on  T.V.";  "I 
liked  how  you  played  the  flute  and 
I  like  the  instruments  you  have 
got.";  "I  like  the  way  you  explain 
about  music  and  how  it  is  useful." 
"You  are  really  very  good.  I  think 
you  should  play  your  flute  more.": 
"I  liked  the  show  because  I  take 
flute  and  I  learned  more  about  it. 
Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to 
be  with  us.";  "I  liked  the  piccolo. 
The  way  that  it  was  so  high  and 
sharp  made  me  jump.";  "I  thought, 
the  beginning  was  good  and  the  mid- 
dle was  a  little  boring  and  the  end 
was  good.  The  best  was  when  you 
played  the  music.  You  cov.ld  say  I 
liked  it." 

V/e  expect  to  bring  more  music , 
art,  drama  and  exciting  experiences 
to  our  school. 


Outdoors  1%  u)eWe^ 


It  seems  that  only  three  tag- 
ged deer  were  harvested  in  Wendell 
this  year.   That  seems  astounding 
considering  all  of  the  Blaze  Or  - 

men  roaming  our  town  on  deer 
From  the  signs  that  I've 
been  seeing  in  the  town's  wood- 
lands lately,  not  much  of  a  dent 
in  the  deer  herd  was  made.   Tough 
conditions,  cola  and  wind  obvious- 
ly didn't  help.   Minnie  Bacigalupo 
got  hers.   She  seems  to,  every 
year.   Dan,  you  should  hire  your 
wife  as  your  guide! 

Although  fishing  must  be  far 
from  most  sports  peoples  min   , 
(it  never  is  from  mine),  think  ab- 
out spring,  when  we  will  be  trout 
fxshing  in  the  Millers, down  to  the 
depot,  jest  like  in  old  times.   So 
far  plans  of  the  state  still  seem 
to  include  the  Millers  on  their 
stocking  list.   I  guess  we'll  see. 
The  River  looks  to  have  been  a  bit 
off  color  a  few  times,  lately. 
Thcce  industries  up  river  better 
watch  their  discharges,  or  they 
could  really  blow  it  for  us  alii 


The  snowbirds  have  all  migra- 
ted,  Snowbird,  (Floridian  defini- 
tion); A  species  of  Homo-Sapiens, 
native  to  the  Northeastern  area  of 
the  U.S.,  who  fly  south  in  the 
fall,  along  with  other  migratory 
species, specifically  to  Florida, 
and  return  to  their  northern  ma  - 
ting  grounds  in  the  spring. 

Thus,  one  can  assume  chat 
Snow  Birds  and  rabbit  hunters  are 
mutually  exclusive : 

a.  The  Varying  Hare  is  not 
found  in  Florida. 

b.  Hare, hounds  and  hunters  like 
snow,  Snowbirds  don't. 

My  parents  are  Snow  Birds  and 
have  just  embarked  on  their  migra- 
tion.  I  have  just  returned  from 
the  snow  bound  Laurel  Swamps  of 
Wendell  with  the  hare  in.  hand. 
Love  of  hunting  is  obviously  not  ge- 
netically inherited. So  from  whence 
cometh,  this  antxquatea  ana  no 
longer" needed'  drive? 

Most  hunter  folks  refuse  to 
speculate  on  the  derivation  of 
their  passion,  and  perhaps: 
rightly  so.   For,  why  be  compelled 
to  explain,  if  not  to  justify  - 
and  is  to  justify  to  admit'  possi- 
ble wrong?  Maybe  true,  but  for 
myself,  I  choose  to  define, even  if 
only  to  induldge  my  analytical  and 
intellectual  needs. 

Beside  the  commonly  stated 
and  valid  reasons  for  hunting, 
(extra  meat,  fresh  air,  natural 
environment,  physical  exercise 
and  fraternal  campanionship)  I 
feel  the  need  to  look  deeper  into 
my  motives.   What  I  find  is  an 
intensely  personal  desire  for  per- 
spective.  A  macrocosm! c  perspec- 
tive,which  defines  for  me  my  place 
in  the  general  order  of  the  whole 
scheme  of  things.   The  Bible  tells 
us. that  we  are  the  king  of  animals. 
Standing  in  a  natural  (not  man- 
made)  environment  with  a  goal  of 
harvesting  wild  meat  reminds  me 
that  I  am,  in  fact,  also  an  ani- 
mal, that  my  place  in  the  grand 
order  of  life  on  earth  is  to  be 
last  on  the  food  chain,  but  still 
part  of  that  food  chain:  the 
hunter.   It  is  at  once  a  humbling 
and  glorified  recognition  that 
counters  the  homocentric  notion 
that  we  humans  are  above  it  all. 

I  suspect  that  the  fact  that 
many  folks  lose   this  perspec 
tive,  accounts  for  many  disastrous 
attempts  to  alter  nature  by  dam- 
ming or  diverting  rivers,  or  paving 
farmlands.   Concealed  in  the 
dense  brush  of  this  Wendell  swamp 
awaiting  my  prey,  I  am  reminded  of 
who  I  am,  that  all  organisms  on 
this  planet  live  at  the  expense 
of  other  organisms,  and  that  no 
life  is  sjciy   more  or  less  sacred 
because  of  its  place  on  the  food 
chain.   If  we  all  can  "come  to  see  that 
we  are  all  of  the  same  grand  sys- 
tem', together  we  may  have  peace  in 

this  new  year.     K,r  M     _  . 

by  Myron  Becker 
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What!?  Christmas  is  here?  It's 
already  gone?  Well,  Happy  New  Year 
from  Lou  to  you!  Around  the  holi- 
days, we  musicians  have  an  inter- 
esting problem.  Although  Christmas 
preparations  and  visits  must  of 
course  be  carried  out,  the  will  of 
the  people  is  to  party,  and  a 
party  needs  musicians.  So  your 
itinerant  string-bender  nephew  who 
was  supposed  to  be  home  for  Christ- 
mas will  instead  be  serenading  the 
revelers  at  the  local  watering 
hole  while  Santa  makes  his  night- 
time run.  Misery  loves  company  of 
course,  so  Lou  herewith  sends  out 
a  "Loose"  salute  to  all  those 
whose  job  not  only  ignores  the  day 
or  nignt  .but  those  Happy  Holidays 
everyone  else  calls  a  day  OFF. 
And  on  to  the  news:  For  the 
post-holiday  blahs,  I  would  like 
to  suggest  Outerspace  (!)  will  ap- 
pear Sat.  Jan.  10th  at  the  Warwick 
Inn.  Just  confirmed  as  we  go  to 
press,  this  latest  re-entry  to 
Wendell's  rarified  atmosphere  is 
sure  to  hold  off  cabin  fever  for 
a  good  while  —  Our  own  Klondike 
has  kept  busy  exercising  his  ex- 
pertise with  Dizzy  Gillespie,  Dave 
Grisman  Quintet,  and  Tony  Bennett. 
His  engineering  talents  were  re- 
cently put  to  use  as  soundman  at 
two  concerts  recorded  for  "live" 
LP's  by  folksinger  Lave  Mallett 
and  Paul  Stookey  (of  Peter,  Paul, 
and  Mary)... Here  on  the  mountain 
itself,  Wendell  Studio  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  number  of  projects. 
Julia  Burroughs,  pianist-singer, 
is  producing  a  recording  of  her 
own  material  for  sale  at  her  per- 
formances and  it  may  become  Wen- 
dell's first  record  pressing.  Too 
soon  to  tell. . .Country  Style  in 
for  a  recent  session. . .Just  com- 
pleted, "Save  the  Children",  a 
new  song  written  by  Warwick's 
Sue  Walsh,  Barb  Tauritz,  and  Wen- 
dell's Snane  Divine.  Although  Lou 
could  not  track  down  the  song's 
destination,  it's  been  bald  to 
be  an  evocative  and  very  pretty 
tune  that, questions  the  legacy 
of  nuclear  power. . . 

Pianist-composet  Steven  Schoen- 
berg  recently  produced  some  demo 
tapes  of  new  material  headed  for 
New  York.  Active  in  those  sessions 
were  Tom  and  Shane  Divine  and 
Steven  himself.  Studio  head,  Jeff 
Bauman  is  very  excited  by  the  core 
team  of  studio  musicians  beginning 
to  form,  eager  to  translate  musi- 
cal dreams  to  recorded  reality. . . 

Loose  Caboose  hoping  that  the 
end  of  the  Holidays  will  bring 
them  the  final  details  of  their 
Jamaican  recording  trip.  Planned 
now  for  late  February  but  plagued 
all  year  by  delays,  the  excursion 
would  result  in  two  weeks  record- 
ing in  Jamaica  and  the  first  album 
of  the  reggae-rockers  unique  sound 
...And  lastly,  Lou  must  clarify 
that  in  my  feature  last  month  on 
Orange's  new  High  Strung  Mur ' c 
store,  I  mistakenly  attributed 
ownership,  and  for  this  I  apol-    ,. 
ogize  to  the  real  owner,  Carla 

Hill. 

That's  all  folks! 

"^   Lou  Caboose 


v5 


Sc&ctwcffs  Minutes 


Nov.  18,  1980 

Signed  Chapter  570  Acts  of  1980 
contract  with  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  ($9, 807.00) 

The  Selectmen  ordered  Highway 
Surveyor  Joseph  Williams  to  have 
porperly  licensed  drivers  for  Town 
owned  vehicles. 

Signed  the  December  9,  1980 
Special  Town  Meeting. 

November  25,  1980 

Chairman  Simos  asked  Dog  Officer 
Thomas  Bardsley  and  Police  Officer 
Burnett  to  check  into  reports  that 
there  are  2  dogs  in  the  Farley 
Crossing  section  that  have  been 
bothering  children  waiting  for  the 
school  bus. 

Chairman  Simos  read  excerpts 
from  the  Attorney  General  that 
stated  that  our  Pesticide  By-laws 
have  been  disapproved.  The  Board 
will  discuss  this  letter  in  detail 
at  the  next  regular  meeting.  An  ex- 
ecutive session  will  be  requested. 

Set  Friday,  Dec.  5th  at  7:00p.m. 
for  Pre-Town  Meeting. 

Cheryl  Richardson  made  several 
complaintc  about  the  road  condition 
following  last  Tuesday's  snow  storm 
(Nov.  18,  1980): 

1.  The  roads  were  sanded  after 
the  school  buses  made  their  morning 
trips  on  Wed. 

2.  Locks  Hill  Road  was  a  one-way 
road  for  two  days. 

3.  A  two  day  cleanup  period  is 
too  long  for  such  a  storm. 

Chairman  Simos  stated  that  no 
one  has  been  satisfied  with  snow 
removal  and  cleanup  following  last 
Tuesday's  storm.  Joe  Williams  is 
not  satisfied.  The  selectmen  are 
not  satisfied  and  the  citizens  are 
not  satisfied. 

Ken  continued  by  saying  that  Joe 
Williams  was  unable  to  get  any 
qualified  help. (Bradley  Merchant 
was  out  sick) 

The  Board  will  personally  check 
the  road  conditions  during  and  im- 
mediately following  the  next  storm. 

Selectman  Ted  Lewis  stated  that 
he  was  not  satisfied.  He  received  a 
lot  more  phone  calls  than  usual  dui> 
ing  a  storm.  Joe  should  have  been 
better  prepared  as  he  has  been  on 
the  job  for  six  months  and  he  had  a 
day  or  two  advanced  warning  for 
this  storm.  Also  the  roads  should 
be  kept  to  that  people  can  get  to 
and  from  work  safely.  Ted  remincLea 
the  assembled  group  that  Joe  Will- 
iams is  elected,  not  appointed.  He 
also  said  if  Joe's  performance  does 
not  improve  he  will  work  to  have 
him  removed  from  office. 

Discussion  on  this  continued  be- 
tween Mr.  Williams,  Ken  and  Ted. 

Tony  Kovolius  stated  that  in  his 
opinion  New  Salem  Road  was  the  best 
that  he  has  seen  it  in  years  during 
and  after  a  snow  storm. 
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Gladys  Powling  suggested  that  Mr. 
Williams  should  learn  the  locations 
and  names  of  the  Town's  roads.  She 
and  others  heard  very  poor  direc- 
tions given  over  the  truck  radios. 

A  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Sat. 
morning  at  the  Town  Garage  with  the 
Selectmen,  Rd.  Surveyor,  and  driv- 
ers. The  purpose  is  to  discuss 
storm  procedures. 

Ken  reported  that  he  attended  a 
meeting  Saturday  in  Framingham. 
The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to 
discuss  "Proposition  2#" .  He  re- 
ported that  the  legislature  will 
probably  follow  the  law  very  close- 
ly in  any  amendments  that  they  en- 
act, re:  the  great  majority  vote 
that  this  law  received. 

Ted  reported  that  he  received  a 
call  from  Artel  Bourbeau  about  the 
location  of  a  well  on  his  property* 
Mr.  Bourbeau  was  afraid  from  re- 
ports that  he  had  heard  that  our 
investigators  miprht  have  been  look 
ing_in  the  wron   location.  We  as- 
sured him  that  tne  right  location 
had  been  found. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grabowski  of  Davis 
Turn  Rd.  asked  the  Board  3  ques- 
tions relating  to  last  Tuesday's 
storm : 

1.  Why  wasn't  our  road  plowed 
until  after  2:00  p.m.  Tuesday? 

2.  Why  did  our  lawn  get  dug  up? 

3.  Why  did  the  drainage  ditch 
that  diverts  water  from  going  intc 
our  cellar  get  filled  in? 

Answers : 

2j.   The  lawn  was  dug  up  because 
the  loader  was  used  by  a  driver 
that  wasn't  completely  familiar 
with  the  road  in  question.  It  will 
be  repaired  by  next  spring  at  the 
latest. 

3.  The  ditch  will  be  cleaned. 

1.  We  had  no  drivers  for  yk   hrs. 
on  Tuesday,  making  for  a  poor  sit- 
uation on  all  roads. 

On  Wed.  after  Mr.  Crabowski 
called  Tedjtn^  loader'  returned  to 
his  area  to  clean  up  some  damage, 
this  time  it  backed  over  his  lawn 
making  deep  tracks.  Ken  replied 
that  he  will  personally  look  at  the 
damage  on  Sat.  It  will  be  repaired 
by  spring. 

Ed  informed  the. other  Board  mem- 
bers that  he  will  probably  be  15- 
20  min.  late  for  every  meeting. 

The  Board  will  consider  the 
"special  purpose  motor  vehicles" 
clause  of  Ch.90?  Section  91  -  to 
allow  class  3  licensed  drivers  to 
operate  snow  removal  and  sanding 
equipment. 

Chm.  Simos  is  going  to  have  the 
Town  Clerk  make  another  telephone 
survey  to  see  if  the  water  emergen- 
cy has  lessened  and  should  be  call- 
ed off  temporarily.  If  it  is  called 
off  we  will  call  off  all  related 
bills. 

Tom  L-uerinu  asked  the  Board  if 
they  would  like  him  to  attend  the 
county  meetings  as  their  Rep.  They 
responded  in  the  affirmative  ex- 
cept when  Selectmen  want  to  attend 
themselves.  Tom  G.  will  represent 
the  Board  at  the  FRTA  meetings. 
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December  2,  1980 

Selectman  Boland  objected  to  2 
bills,  1.  $555  to  Clark's  Garage 
for  repairing  the  Fire  Dept.'s 
tanker  -  since  these  services  were 
donated  for  a  fee  of  under  $100; 
2.  a  care  and  destruction  bill  pre- 
sented by  Dog  Officer  Tom  Bardsley, 
Sim.  Boland  stated  that  Mr.  Bards- 
ley had  better  learn  to  write  so 
that  he  (Boland)  can  read  what  has 
been  written. 

The  Selectmen  drew  the  follow- 
ing for  jury  duty: 

1.  GRAND  JURY:  Donna  Barnes 

2.  TRAVIS  JURY:  Barbara  KavolLus: 
Beth  Tavrow  of  the  County  Plan- 
ning Dept.  explored  solid  waste 
disposal  with  the  Board.  Tbree 
plans  were  discussed. 

1.  Transfer  stations  -  landfill 
out  of  area 

2.  County  land  fill. 

3.  Incineration  to  make  steam 
for  local  industry  using  local 
transfer  station.  Needs  for  this 
would  be  in  the  area  of  100  tons 
per  day. 

The  Board  expressed  an  inter- 
est into  Plan  3  as  the  best  for 
the  future. 

The  Board  scheduled  a  meeting 
with  Fire  Chief  Ricketts  for  Sat. 
Jan.  yrd   at  4:00. 

Selectman  Boland  informed  the 
Chairman  that  he  would  be  out  of 
town  from  December  14-20  and  24- 
31. 

Board  voted  to  go  into  execu- 
tive session  -  8:00p.m.  Simos, 
yes;  Boland,  yes;  Lewis,  yes. 
Voted  out  at  8:38  p.m. 
Discussed  pay  raises  for  part 
time  employees.  Present  rate  is 
$3.50/hr.  Suggested  a  10$  raise   . 
to  $3.85/hr.  retro  to  Nov.  1st. 
Ballot  clerks,  Fire  and  Police 
personnel.   Respectfully  submitted, 

Harry  S.  Williston  III 
Clerk 
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Anyone  driving  by  the  Tov/nhall  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  15,  might  have 
wondered  what  the  event  v/as  that 
drew  so  many  cars.   A  look  inside 
would  have  shown  the  seats  set  up 
town  meeting-style  and  filled  with 

a  capacity  crowd not  of  somber 

taxoayers_ but  a  wiggling,  chat- 
tering throng  01  expectant  children. 
A  tall  shining  Christmas  tree  dom- 
inated the  scene. 

The  Annual  Christmas  Party,  held 
for  the  children  of  Wendell  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Ladies  Aide, 
was  again  a  well-attended  and  suc- 
cessful affair.   Youthful  voices 
sang  out  traditional  carols  with 
the  accompaniment  of  Ida  Sherman  on 
the  accordian.   The  children  were 
treated  to  several  cartoons,  shown 
by  Tina  Cohen  of  the  Wendell  Free 
Library.   The  climax  of  the  evening 
was  the  arrival  of  Santa,  who  had 
a  present  for  each  child,  mittens 
for  each  hand  and  yummies. 

For  many  years  the  Ladies  Aide 
has  been  responsible  for  holding 
Halloween  and  Christmas  parties  for 
children.   Sally  Wilder,  Vice-Pres. 
of  the  Ladies  Aide,  explained  that 
other  organizations  ana  individuals 
also  help,  through  their  donations 
and  other  efforts.   Every  year  the 
Wendell  fire-fighters  get  the  tree, 
decorate  it,  and  take  it  down. 
"There  are  people  who  help  out  that 
you  wouldn't  realize. . .like  with 
the  clean-up,  the  tov/n  hall  custod- 
ian..."  Sally  was  reluctant  to 
mention  names  for  fear  of  leaving 
someone  out.   This  tone  was  conti- 
nued in  a  conversation  v/ith  Florie 
Blackbird  when  she  v/as  questioned 
about  the  Ladies  Aide  and  who  is 
responsible  for  the  nice  things 
the:/  do.   a  picture  began  to  emerge 
that  the  Ladies  Aide  is  a  service 
organization  formed  of  people  who 
would  just  as  soon  perform  their 
functions  quietly  and  out  of  the 
lime-light ,  without  individual 
applause. 

The  Ladies  Aide  is  an  old  group, 
actually  a  branch  of  the  Wendell 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  fact 
still  bears  the  name  the  Ladies 
Aide  of  the  Wendell  Congregational 
Church.   Members  of  the  Ladies  Aide 
expressed  an  interest  in  finding 
out  more  about  their  history.   As 
part  of  the  information  gathering 
in  progress  for  the  Wendell  Bicent- 
ennial, the  Wendell  Post  desires 
to  record  the  History  of  the  Ladies 
Aide  and  would  like  to  encourage 
anyone  v/ith  knowledge  about  the 
Ladies  Aide  to  get  in  touch  v/ith 
the  officers  or  members  of  that 
organization:   Sally  Wilder,  V.P. ; 
Cheryl  Richardson,  Sec;  Gladys 
Powling,  Treas. 
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